Dr Bex Lewis (BA, PhD, FHEA, PPC)

Research Interests
Digital culture, practice and literacy, with significant expertise in Christianity and the third sector online; technology enhanced learning and teaching; knowledge exchange; mass communications, particularly advertising, propaganda and the visual within British culture.
Employment History

Marketing, Operations and Digital Business, Manchester Metropolitan University 

· Senior Lecturer in Digital Marketing, September 2015 - Present 

I am unit leader for The Big Agency (Level 5), a unit that has been rewritten over summer 2016 to draw in more engagement from local agencies, improving practical experience, networking opportunities, and employability for the students, combined with reflective practice upon their own personal development. I am currently preparing the unit MSc Dissertation Methodology Design and Practice (L7), for which I am also unit leader. 
I also teach upon the following units: Digital Media and Marketing Platforms (L4), The Responsible Marketer (L4), Digital and Social Media Marketing Communications Management (L6), Dissertation supervision (L6/7), and was Level 5 Year Lead for 2015-16. 
Research centres around encouraging positive and responsible engagement online, with particular expertise in children online, and Christian organisations. In 2016, I undertook focus groups for Manchester City Football Club into digital marketing for their Chinese audience, which we hope to repeat in 2017. I am part of the digital research grouping, the centre for visual culture and the creative industries research grouping.
St John’s College, Durham University

· Hon. Research Fellow, September 2015 – Present 

· Research Fellow in Social Media and Online Learning, CODEC Research Centre for Digital Theology, September 2012 – August 2015 (0.8 FTE)
· Blended Learning Project Manager, CODEC: Centre for Christian Communication in a Digital World, June 2010 – August 2012 (0.5 FTE)
The main focus of my work was on developing ‘The Big Bible Project’ from scratch in mid-2010. With one year, a 0.5 FTE contract, limited expenses, it developed into a brand with a strong reputation amongst the Christian community, supported by five years of funding from Christian charitable organisations. The site had over 180,000 unique visitors, drew on over 130 voluntary authors from across the church and academic sectors, attracted over 8000 Twitter followers, and featured in print media for ‘Big Reads’ (2010-2014), which exploited social media tools, alongside online learning resources for Lent. 
I established a social media and web presence across a range of platforms, and developed an email list for CODEC, which led to improved discovery in search, and increased engagement. I devised two series of live-streamed Research Seminar series, as well as a more-church focused series aimed at increasing Biblical literacy. In the final eighteen months I took responsibility for developing Medialit, block teaching that provides intensive media training for faith workers, which I had taught upon since 2011. I supervised dissertation students at undergraduate and postgraduate level, and am started developing an MA in Digital Theology. Extensive conversations were held with potential PhD students in the area of digital culture and practical theology, seeking research-informed practice.
I managed a team member who runs a £250,000 project, as well as overseeing the work of placement students. I have represented the work of CODEC at academic conferences, as well as to the church, including writing material for Premier and UCB Christian radio stations, visiting Uganda as an ‘influential blogger’ for the development agency Tearfund, and working with the Christian New Media Awards and Conference to develop an event that has grown from 200 to 600 attendees since 2010. 
Digital Fingerprint (www.digital-fingerprint.co.uk)

· Director, March 2001 – Present 
Working particularly within the third sector, my social media consultancy largely focuses upon social media and digital engagement. I offer training workshops, speaking, and written content in the area of digital culture and practice, including efficient use for resource-poor organisations, and material that draws upon my book Raising Children in a Digital Age (2014). I have a particular interest in attitude change: giving users the confidence to use social media for themselves, to see the possibilities, and to set them on the path with a mix of theoretical and practical advice and encouragement. 
Clients have included third sector organisations such as Girlguiding, The National Archives and NCVO (via an agency), Christian organisations including The Church of England, The Methodist Church, and United Reformed Church, publishers including Lion Hudson and CPO, universities including ‘Organisational Development in Higher Education Group’ and The University of Limerick, and a range of small businesses, including anti-diet cause ‘Beyond Chocolate’, and involvement in the social media startup Super Fun Days Out. 
I have developed an extensive media presence; writing for Christian and general audience magazines and blogsites; features across the press, including the New York Times, The LA Times, and The Daily Telegraph; and am regularly called as an expert voice on local and national media, including appearances as a ‘big guest’ on Steve Wright in the Afternoon (BBC Radio 2), The One Show (BBC One), and BBC News. 
University of Winchester 

· Senior Fellow Technology Enhanced Learning & Teaching, October 2009-August 2012 (0.5 FTE)
· Fixed Term Lectureships, History, Media Studies, Digital Media. September 2008 – June 2012

· Honorary Research Fellow, History, September 2004-August 2011

· Contract work September 1997 – September 2009

In my final role, I was based in the Learning and Teaching Development Unit, with a responsibility to promote the use of all aspects of e-learning across the university, including teaching the ‘Blended Learning’ module for PGCLTHE, and developed online student study skills material. In 2012 I was promoted to Senior Fellow for contributions to the institution and the sector. 
Over time, I had teaching responsibilities within History, Media Studies, Digital Media, across all levels, including Aim Higher and postgraduate research training. I am familiar with lectures, seminars, module guides, assessments, invigilation, and was co-ordinator of Level 4 case study ‘Using Visual Images as Historical Sources’, and co-creator of an innovative media studies module, Manipulating Media, specifically built around Web 2.0 tools. Other projects undertaken included: In 2001-2 I created an innovative principles-based project on web accessibility and usability, whilst 2001-2005, alongside PhD research, I provided IT support to students.
Oak Hall Expeditions

· Holiday Tour Leader, March - August 2007; May - November 2008
I had sole responsibility for guests whilst overseas, often in places I was unfamiliar with, created enthusiasm, implemented necessary changes at short notice, and provided feedback, suggestions and photographs to head office for future trip development. I acquired high-level team-working skills, led daily non-denominational worship sessions, and offered pastoral care. 
Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in the Arts (CIDRA), University of Manchester

· Interdisciplinary Research Officer, May 2005 - December 2006

I worked with staff and students at all levels within the School of Arts, Histories and Cultures, and cultural assets in the North-West, to promote cross-subject research. I organised three high-profile lecture series, an associated postgraduate programme, managed £35,000 of budgets, and project-managed the international conference ‘War and our World’ (2007). 
Education

2016: PhD Supervision in Practice, Manchester Metropolitan University 

Four sessions and a reflective essay, designed to develop good practice as a PhD Supervisor

2015: ILM Endorsed Introduction to Line Management, Durham University
Eight sessions and a practical project, designed to develop good practice as a line manager. 

2009 – 2011: PGCLTHE, University of Winchester
Projects focused upon choice and engagement with assessments, group-work, and coaching in HE. Awarded Fellowship of HEA. 
2008 – 2009: Professional Coaching Certification, The Kerslake Coaching Company
Course certified by the International Coaching Federation.

1997 – 2004: PhD History (Arts and Humanities), University College Winchester
 ‘The Planning, Design and Reception of British Home Front Propaganda Posters of the Second World War’. Passed without corrections. Examiners: Lord Asa Briggs, Dr Adrian Smith. 
1994 – 1997: BA (Hons), History with Education Studies, King Alfred’s College, Winchester. 2:1
Professional Affiliations
2012 – Present: Member, Network for New Media, Religion and Digital Culture Studies
2011 – Present: Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (HEA)

2011 – Present: Member of the Association for Learning Technology (ALT)

2010 – Present: Member of JISC Learning and Teaching Experts
2010 – Present: The MediaNet: Church and Media Network
2008 – Present: Media, Communication and Cultural Studies Association (MeCCSA)

1997 – Present:  Institute of Historical Research (IHR)

2005-2006: Association of Research Managers and Administrators

2001-2006: British Web Design and Marketing Association
Grants Awarded

March-July 2016: Engaging with the Chinese Audience (Focus Groups), Manchester City Football Club, £5,000 (Project Lead)
September 2012 – August 2015: The Big Bible Project, The Jerusalem Trust, £75,000 (Contributor)
June 2010 – Present: The Big Bible Project, The Methodist Church, The Bible Society, Premier Christian Media, 12Baskets, SPCK, £33,000 (Contributor)
August 2011 – July 2013: Organisational Development in HE Digital Literacies Project with JISC, £10,000 (Bid Writer)
August 2011 – July 2013: FASTECH (Feedback and Assessment for Students with Technology), JISC, £190,000 (Contributor)
June 2010 – January 2011: BODGIT (Bringing Organisational Development Guidance into IT), part of 'Embedding work with IT', JISC, £9,000 (Contributor)
June 2009 – June 2011: SkillsNet, Learning & Teaching Project Funding, £3,000 (Contributor)
June 2000:  Postgraduate Fund, £350 (Bid Writer) 

Conferences & Speaking Engagements
Between 1999 and 2016, I have given, or will give, over 100 papers at conferences and events, including high-profile events such as Spring Harvest, and invitations around Europe. The most recent academic or high impact papers:

2016: Can you see me: openness and vulnerability online? PREMDAC16 (November) 
2016: Children – and a Digital Age, Formation & Mission in a digital world, National conference, Australia (August, via Adobe Connect)
2016: Social Media for Ministry: A Connected Ministry in a Digital Age, Chester Diocese (July)
2016: Keep Calm and Carry On: Visualising The People’s War in Posters, Visual Culture Research Group, MMU (June)
2016: Raising Children and Young People in a Digital Age, CICS, Calderdale (June)
2016: Faith in a (Digital) World, Faith in the World, Humanities in Public, Manchester Cathedral (June)
2016: Technology, Ethics and Regulation, Manchester Digital Revolution 2016 (May)
2016: Managing Negative Use of Social Media and Cyberbullying, #LTHEChat via Twitter (April)
2015: Create Engagement, PREMDAC15 (November)

2015: Are you really my friend: exploring digital relationships, ESRC Festival of Social Science (November)
2015: In the world but not of it: Keep Calm and Carry On, Fandom and Religion, Leicester (July)
2015: MediaLit: Engaging Faith and Media in a Digital Age, ECSM, Portugal (July)
2014: Propaganda with a Mission: Learning from the Second World War for the Christian Sector in a Digital Age, ASREC, Durham University (September)

2014: #DIGIDisciple: Issues and Opportunities for the Christian Sector in a Digital Age, Media, Religion and Culture in a Networked World, Canterbury (August)

2014: The Digital Age; a Challenge for Christian Discipleship?, ECSM, Brighton (July)

2014: The Digital Age: Photoshopped Selves?, Ecclesia and Ethics II, Online (March)

2013: Raising Children in a Digital Age, CODEC Research Seminar, Durham University (December)

2013: Tortured Through Technology, CNMAC13 (November) 

2013: Slow and Steady Wins the Race, ALTC2013 (September)

2013: Engaging in Discipleship in a Digital Age, GNPT (September)

2013: Depicting Death in War, SOCREL: Material Religion (April)

2012: Seeking to improve NSS Scores in Assessment and Feedback utilising Technological Solutions, ALTC2012 (September)

2012: Blended Values in a Digital Age, Social Media Values, CODEC, Durham University(September)

2012: Aligning assessment and feedback with 21st century needs, (with Joelle Adams & Peter Bullen) International Blended Learning Conference (June)

2012: Programming Collaborative Learning, HEA Media Conference (May)
2012: Manipulating Media, FASTECH Day, University of Winchester (June)

2012: Digitising Programme by Programme (with Nicole McNab & Joelle Adams) Plymouth Enhanced Learning Conference (April)

2012: E-Tools for Sharing Resources, Learning Lunch, University of Winchester (March)

A full list of conference papers, speaking engagements and conferences attended are available on my website: http://drbexl.co.uk/speaker. 
Committees & Review Boards

2014 – 2015: European Social Media Conference (ESMC), International Review Board

2010 – 2012: The Poster Journal Editorial Review Board

2014 – 2015: Editorial Advisory Committee, Durham University

2010 – 2013: CODEC Steering Committee, St John’s, Durham University

2009 – 2012: Technology Enhanced Working Group, University of Winchester

2009 – 2012: Learning and Teaching Committee, University of Winchester

2009 – 2012: Learning Networking Working Group, University of Winchester

2010 – 2011: Plymouth E-Learning Conference (PELC), International Review Board

Contact Details
E: bex@drbexl.co.uk; W: 0161 247 3851; T: @drbexl 
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